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SHINAGAWA REFRA Receives "Nature Coexistence Site" CerƟficaƟon for REFRA 
Forest in Fukushima, Hokkaido 

 

Tokyo, Japan – June 30, 2026 – SHINAGAWA REFRA Co., Ltd. is pleased to announce 
that REFRA Forest in Fukushima, Hokkaido, a company-owned forest located in 
Fukushima Town, Hokkaido, has been officially cerƟfied as a Nature Coexistence Site 
by Japan's Ministry of the Environment, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, and Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. The 
cerƟficaƟon recognizes the Company's ongoing biodiversity monitoring and 
conservaƟon acƟviƟes, which contribute to the protecƟon and restoraƟon of Japan's 
natural ecosystems. 

 

REFRA Forest, Fukushima Town, Hokkaido 

Located in the Yoshioka and Miyama districts of Fukushima Town, REFRA Forest spans 
approximately 20.9 hectares and consists primarily of naturally regenerated 



 

deciduous broadleaf forest. Since its acquisiƟon in 1937, the forest has remained 
largely untouched, preserving a rich natural environment that supports a diverse 
range of naƟve wildlife and plant species, including several classified as threatened or 
near threatened. The forest also plays an important role in protecƟng local water 
resources within the Yoshioka River watershed. 

Field surveys conducted by biodiversity specialists confirmed the presence of 
numerous naƟve species alongside several rare and endangered plants and animals, 
highlighƟng the forest's ecological significance. These findings were a key factor in the 
site's cerƟficaƟon as an area that makes a meaningful contribuƟon to biodiversity 
conservaƟon. 

Under its Biodiversity Enhancement AcƟon Plan, SHINAGAWA REFRA will conƟnue to 
monitor the site through regular field inspecƟons and remote observaƟon using 
monitoring cameras. The Company will also work closely with local authoriƟes and 
relevant organizaƟons to respond appropriately to natural disasters, pest outbreaks, 
or other environmental challenges that may affect the forest. 

    

REFRA Forest in Fukushima, Hokkaido      Deciduous broadleaf forest (Japanese oak forest) 

REFRA Forest in Fukushima, Hokkaido – Overview 

LocaƟon: Yoshioka and Miyama Districts, Fukushima Town, Matsumae District, 
Hokkaido, Japan 
ElevaƟon: 40–230 m 
Area: 20.92 ha 
VegetaƟon Naturalness: Level 8 (Natural Forest) 

 

 



 

Examples of Rare Wildlife and Plant Species IdenƟfied During Field Surveys 

    

Japanese Crayfish                           Hazel Grouse   

    

Monkey-Face Calanthe         Fringed Orchid 

The Nature Coexistence Site cerƟficaƟon is part of Japan's naƟonal 30by30 iniƟaƟve, 
which aims to conserve at least 30% of the country's land and marine areas by 2030 
through effecƟve biodiversity conservaƟon measures. REFRA Forest Fukushima is one 
of 56 sites cerƟfied during the first round of the 2026 fiscal year, bringing the total 
number of cerƟfied sites naƟonwide to 610. Eligible cerƟfied sites may also be 
registered internaƟonally as Other EffecƟve Area-based ConservaƟon Measures 
(OECMs). 

SHINAGAWA REFRA owns and manages several forest properƟes throughout Japan 
and remains commiƩed to preserving biodiversity through responsible forest 
stewardship. As part of these efforts, the Company joined Japan's 30by30 Alliance for 
Biodiversity in March 2025 and will conƟnue contribuƟng to the realizaƟon of a 
nature-posiƟve society through sustainable environmental iniƟaƟves. 


